Disseminated aspergillosis in a dog with diskospondylitis and neurologic deficits.
A German shepherd dog was treated initially for signs of urinary tract infection; subsequently, signs of spinal pain and neurologic deficits developed. Fungal hyphae were found in the urine sediment, and spinal radiography revealed changes in the vertebrae and intervertebral disks at the levels of T3 to T8, T12 to T13, L3-4, and L5-6, consistent with diskospondylitis. Fungal cultures of urine and specimens from spinal lesions yielded Aspergillus terreus. Itraconazole (5 mg/kg of body weight, PO, q 24 h) was used to treat this infection, and locomotion improved. Sudden death occurred 4 weeks after treatment was initiated; this was attributed to exsanguination associated with a weakened renal artery. This dog was raised in Florida and resided in central Virginia. The disseminated aspergillosis found in this dog was not limited to the hot arid climates that some reports suggest are optimal conditions for growth.